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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Pending Claims 

Claims 17-32 are pending in this application. Claims 1-16 have been canceled without 
prejudice or disclaimer. No claim amendments have been made. No new matter has been 
added. 

Double Patenting Rejections 

Claims 17-32 have been rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-16 of U.S. Patent No. 6,647,509. 

Claims 17-32 have been rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-20 of U.S. Patent No. 6,505,31 1. 

Applicants submit herewith a Terminal Disclaimer to overcome the double patenting 
rejections based on the 6,647,509 and 6,505,31 1 patents, without admitting to the propriety of 
the rejections. 

Claims 17-32 have been rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-16 of U.S. Patent No. 6,032,266. 
Applicants request reconsideration of this double patenting rejection because the claims of the 
'266 patent are directed to a network system comprising a plurality of networks and to a failure 
restoration method whereas the claims of the present application are directed to a 
communicating method and a method of managing statistical information. 
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Priority Acknowledgment 

The present application claimed foreign priority to Japanese Patent Applications 
08-083653, filed April 5, 1996 and 08-134690, filed May 29, 1996 when filed on October 10, 
2003. The certified priority documents were filed in parent application serial no. 08/832,270. 
Applicants respectfully request acknowledgment of foreign priority claimed in the present 
application. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of 
Allowance be issued in this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MATTINGLY, STANGER, MALUR & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 




JRM/so 

Date: January 16, 2007 
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